
ANC Suggests Combining Community Center, Library, Housing 

By Allen Seeber 

The Chevy Chase Advisory Neighborhood Commission has proposed to the DC Council holistic 

planning for the Connecticut Avenue entry into the District, involving major redevelopment of the entire 

community center and library campus for expanded uses together with affordable housing for teachers 

and first responders. 

In testimony submitted  on behalf of ANC 3/4G in budget hearings for the year starting Oct. 1, Chair 

Randy Speck asked Councilmembers to integrate needs and objectives of the Chevy Chase community 

with goals of DC’s Comprehensive Plan and financial capacity of the District  government.  

Reflecting a recent ANC resolution, a report of a citizen task force, five public meetings, and an on-

line survey, Speck urged the Council to align its approach to a straightforward set of objectives along 

Connecticut Avenue’s “Gateway” commercial blocks from Chevy Chase Circle south to Livingston Street 

NW: 

•         In concert with the ANC, the District should generate a Small Area Plan “to guide long-range 

development, improve our neighborhood, achieve city-wide goals, and attain economic and 

community benefits.” 

•         Make new development accommodate population growth and the “neighborhood’s hallmark 

livability,” keeping “scale, function, and character” compatible with surrounding structures. 

•         Create active space and magnify uses in the public library and community center campus 

between McKinley and Northampton Streets NW on the east side of Connecticut Avenue. 

•         Include workforce affordable housing development with modernization of the library to “promote 

income diversity and enrich our civic life.”  Workforce affordable housing is aimed at 

allowing public employees such as teachers, librarians, and first responders to live with their 

families near the schools and stations where they work. 

“Current circumstances in our city, together with revised estimates for modernization of the Chevy 

Chase Community Center compliant with needs of the community, require that we think more broadly and 

revisit funding I introduced into the District’s budget,” Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh told CCCA. The 

Connecticut Avenue gateway area is in her Council district.   

“I have discussed the situation with Randy Speck and other Chevy Chase commissioners on several 

occasions. I am pleased with the thought and foresight reflected in the ANC’s testimony to the Council,” 

she said.  “It illustrates a kind of thinking outside the box that could organize comprehensive planning for 

the community center, the library, and the Connecticut Avenue entryway into the District.” 



Planning for this Chevy Chase Gateway “transcends the scope of any one Council committee or 

District agency,” Speck explained.  The Council’s Committee on Youth Affairs, Committee on Education, 

Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization, and Committee of the Whole exercise oversight 

of the DC Library (DCPL), Department of Parks and Recreation(DPR), Office of Planning (OP), and 

Housing Production Trust Fund – producing disparate administrative “silos.”  

While DPR’s capital budget allows $19.5 million to modernize the community center, design work has 

been suspended because cost increases and intensified community needs have made proposed funding 

insufficient.  DCPL has budgeted $20.75 million to modernize the library but not until fiscal year 

2024. Moreover, OP’s substantially-reduced FY 2021 funding for Design and Neighborhood Planning 

contains no funds for Small Area Plans.  Mayor Muriel Bowser’s goal of 1,990 additional affordable 

housing units in Rock Creek West, which includes  ANC 3/4G, is currently supported by $100 million in 

Housing Production Trust Fund reserves.   

“Despite separate ‘ownership’ by DPR and DCPL, it is in the District’s overwhelming interest to 

consolidate these projects, to merge their budgets, and to develop a showcase for the District,” Speck 

asserted.  At 73,390 square feet of campus area, the project might deliver nearly 200,000 square feet in 3 

or 4 stories – an undertaking that would amount to a major addition to the Chevy Chase D.C. 

neighborhood. 

The community center and the library should become a single project, the ANC declared. Both 

buildings are on the same campus and share a common space, facing each other.  “They have some 

similar functions that use similar facilities,” Speck testified.  Both have public meeting rooms and share 

parking spaces for patrons. Developed separately, sequential construction “will disrupt the small area for 

three years or more.”  Coordinating design and construction “should create efficiencies and lower overall 

costs. The Community Center project has barely begun, so little will be lost by combining the projects at 

this stage,” he said. Capital expenditure should be designated for FY 2023, Speck said, adding 

that, “Community Center modernization is urgently needed, but the benefits of a coordinated project with 

the Library justify a delay” until then. 

The District can develop its own property to maximize production of targeted affordable residences 

and beneficial mixed-uses. “The Community Center/Library should be a model for incorporating mixed-

use residential that can help to address the District’s acute housing needs,” the ANC testimony 

emphasized, providing an anchor for commercial and other mixed-use projects in Chevy Chase.  “The 

housing trust fund should encourage non-profit and for-profit affordable housing developers to participate 

in this project.” 



The ANC argued that no development should occur “without a Small Area Plan that will guide the 

future of the Chevy Chase Gateway.”  OP’s current amendments to the Comprehensive Plan 

“contemplates just such a planning effort before there is any new development. And OP’s substantially 

reduced budget should not be permitted to preclude the essential neighborhood planning that must 

precede design and construction of the Community Center and Library.”  

By using existing staff, augmented by contributions from university graduate programs and expertise 

among members of the Chevy Chase community, OP “may need as little as $100,000 in its FY 2021 

budget to produce a high-quality Small Area Plan.  This small investment can produce abundant 

dividends.”   

"I applaud the seriousness of ANC 3/4G's process and recommend that neighbors review the ANC's 

recommendations for planning and use of city property in Chevy Chase,” said Janeese Lewis George, the 

Democratic candidate for the DC Council’s Ward 4 seat in November’s election.  “The library and 

community center projects as well as the broader questions are all very important and worthy of 

community attention and focus.” 

This is an opportunity, argued the ANC’s testimony, that the Council “should not miss.” 

 


